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Hello Gaiter s!
Here are h ighlights from more of the TrailGaiter summer events.

Happy B arn, Hollandale, WI June 26 - 28,200 9 By Rhonda Riedner

Unfortunately the heat of summer along with a fair amount of rain early in the week scared off a

lot of TrailG aiters the weekend of the Happy Barn ride. For those of us that attended the ride the
heat really was not bad at all because the campground is so well shaded, as are a lot of the trails.

The trails there are beautiful and kept up very wel/l
niece), Mike and Lori Scott, Steve and Kim Jaye, Ronda Ste  wart, and a member that just joined
that week, Susan Nardini camped over the weekend, whil

Dorinda Jelle came to enjoy day rides.

Nettie, manager of the Happy Barn, was very hospitable and treated a few of us lad ies to drinks
and entertaining conversation at the lounge at her barn during a rainstorm that went through the
area early in the evening on Saturday. Luckily the shower passed through quickly enough so as not
to hamper the evening campfire and socializing . Nettie also was nice enough to personally show
several of us some of the trails on Sunday morning.

In addition to some challenging hills and some water crossings, several riders successfully managed
the otunnel 6. (See bel ow)

If we plan ar ide there again it is well worth trying to work it into your riding schedule.

Wildcat Mountain State Park, Ontario, WI July 17 -19, 200 9 by Dan Catherman

This ride is always a popular one with the club and this weekend was no exception. We had
approximately 30 members join us for the weekend. Wildcat is the only state -owned horse camp in
Wisconsin that has electricity and this has made it very popular, and difficult to get a site. Several
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from our group rented the trailer at End of the Trail Campgro und and commuted to the potluck.
The rest of us were scattered throughout the campground.

We tried something a little different for potluck this time. Instead of the usual Saturday night

get-together, we had a breakfast potluck on Saturday morning. Eve  ryone enjoyed the unique

experience with plenty of fruit, muffi wagdtngdlateo mel et s |
start and riding with a belly full of breakfast. We still had a campfire on Saturday night, although

not as many made the journe y. As always, the riding at Wildcat was very good and everyone had a

great time.

Forrestville/Mystery Cave State Park , MN  August 7-9, 200 9 by Sharon Bailey
The riding was good at the park as usual. The trails were in good shape and we did the usual rides
to the Wal/l and into old Forrestville. You candot dri vi

can ride your horse across around the barricades.

Strange campf ire wood! OMyster Mys@rg WPe ct ur e o

So. Kettle Moraine, Horseriders Campground, Palmyra, Wi August 7 - 9, 200 9
by Kim Jaye

Lets start on a go od note .. bugs were not bad. WHY? Read on to learn...

Thursday started out rainy and cold... about 2 -3 pm | got to camp and there were some TrailG aiters
already setup and riding dDietzd s, C @'Keele yGheryl Terzen and Andrea Kahn. | might have
missed who else was there. Andre a provided us with campfire wood for the weekend. It sure w as
nice to visit and talk with TrailG aiters again. We all called it a n early night. Friday we awoke to
drizzle . It went on most of the morni  ng. That still didn't stop  the TrailG aiters from getting out
there riding. Sharon Darrow drove in for a day ride. Other TrailG  aiters started pulling in also.



Weather cleared up a little but the wind started to blow. Some of us gathered under the pavilion in

the PM for a potluck. Gre at food but the wind picked up a bit and as we got around the campfire we
could see the lighting in the distance. Steve and | were camped in the back group site and timed it

just right. It came down in sheets as soon as we got in the camper. Others | heard got stuck in the
outhouse and elsewhere when it hit. It was fast and hard and oh COLD!!!! Who thought | would have
to turn my heater on  at the end of August but that is just what | had to do.

Saturday was cold but no rain so far !!! Andrea and Amy Janecek and | headed towards Olson's
cabin. Other groups headed out towards Eagle way. When we got back | decided it would be best in
case of the wind to have the meal back by the group site. Campfire is rolling, people are arriving
putting out there food and  wouldn't you know it - rain... Being the troo pers we are some huddled
under a group of trees and talked for a long time. Some of us just pulled up our hoods and sat

around the fire. When it just got to be to o wet and cold we all headed to our campers. Amy to her
tent... (She finally got a fr ee camper to put on her truck w hich she is happy for especially after
this weekend. ) We had between the three days.. about 16 rigs. It was a great turn out. | was not

able to ride on Sunday -wouldn't you know it the sun comes out and Andre a said it was the best ride
yet. Trails where wet in spots but not horrible because we have rocks and lots of them this year.
Thank you all for a great weekend that ends on a good note...

Lets look back fora moment of past Palmyrarides | remember. One year it rained and we woke up
to freezing snow and ice. Last year it rain so hard we went shopping. Note we did get some rides in
between the rain storms. | see a pattern here. | sure pray if we schedule Horseriders next year

the w eekend is dry.

Also to lety ou all in on some new updates that may be coming nexty ear and some time in the future
-- Showers, work on the rock problem, enlarging the lot and puttingi n water and outhouse at the S
(Eagle) trail head. Also the SKMHTA gr oup is pushing to earn mo ney to go towards getting some
electric sites putinat  Horseriders . The cost is about $1000.00 a site  Paul told me. | know they did
one fundraiser but not sure how it turned out. Itis greatto have a group of people dedicated to
the improvement of these trails. | just want to say thank you to the group for all the effort they

put into this.

Outback Ranch, Houston, MN September 11 - 13, 200 9 by Dan Catherman

The weather was perfect, | ow 80 0 &or thase of yogwho Heeenat ay and 5
been to Out back Ranch, it is a private facility in SW Minnesota that has about 1000 acres to ride

with miles of trails. In addition, Wet Bark State Park is adjacent with about 15 more miles of

trails. The terrain is very h illy and steep and many trails to straight up (or down) the hills. One

trail is named 0The Man from Snowy River Trail.o (If yi
With all of this, we had only 4 show up. Linda and | were joined by new members Brian a nd Tammy

Jansen and their Rockies. Potluck was a little on the skinny side, but we still ate well, and had 2

great days of riding. We also had the opportunity to visit with some really nice folks from lowa

who love to ride and cook, especially cook. It was fun to visit with them and compare places we have

been and places we would like to go. All and all it was an excellent weekend ride.



Hay Meadow Flowage, Chippewa Falls, WI September 25 - 27, 2009 by Jeanne Fox

Ten members took to the woods and beautiful trails at Hay Meadow on the weekend of September
25-27. Riders included Dan and Linda Catherman, Dave and Kathy Bleske y, Carolyn O'Ke efe, Rhonda
Riedner, Gina Barden, Sharon Bailey and hosts Mike and Jeanne Fox. Although Friday was a little
damp, the rest of the weekend turned out with perfect fall weather. (Thus the photos of us at the
Friday night fish fry at the local bar!)

On Saturday the group participated in the annual poker run. The lucky winners were Dave & Linda
Bleskey (1st & 2nd place) and Gina Barden (3rd place). Thanks to everyone who participated in the
poker run and made donations toward the trail maintenanc e in the Chippewa County Forest. We
appreciate your support very much!
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Poker run winners!

Gina at the Bert & Ernie rock
With her new steed, Cocoa
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Awesome campfire! Sharon Bailey gets the chips

Underdown Recreation Area, Merrill, WI October 9 -11, 2009 by Gail Seasor



Dan and Linda Catherman, Mike and Jeannie Fox, Mike and Lori Scott, Maryann, Joanie Bartz, and
myself went to the Underdown Friday afternoon. We rode for a couple of hours. The tr ees were

beautiful and the air a little cool.

Saturday we woke up to see it snowing. We sat around the campfire, which was easy to get started
because the embers were still hot from Friday night s fire. Around eleven o'clock  he Scotts a nd
Maryann set off on their ride and the rest of us were shortly behind them. After about five hours
of enjoying the trails we returned to get wormed up. Mike Scott had a great fire going and we kept
adding more wood from the woods. We burned about allt he branches and limbs that were laying on
the ground. Even Joanie's dog Gracie help ed us. Pot luck supper was great, with plenty  of hot
dishes and Lori's cheesecake. | ran out of p  ropane during the night so | left early Sunday.

Upcoming Rides

More 2009 TrailGaiter rides ahead:

OCTOBER 23- 25 ENDLESS VALLEY STABLES, Spring Green, WI  Contact:Sharon Darrow
NOVEMBER 6-8 LA RIVIERE HORSE PARK, Prairie du Chien, WI  Contact: JoarBartz
Check the EVENTS page and e-mails to get all the deta ils on the rides and directions. Hope you can

join us!






